
 

 

Three Feet Safety Act – A Long Awaited Law for Bicyclist Community 

By: Bruce Brusavich 

The much anticipated AB 1371 Three Feet Safety Act (authored by 

Assemblyman Steven Bradford) goes into effect on September 16 

and will require motorists to keep at least three feet from cyclists or 

reduce to a safe speed to pass if unable to keep that distance. 

California is the 22nd state to implement the three foot buffer as a 

standard. 

According to the Department of Motor Vehicles, hundreds of cyclists 

are killed in collisions with motor vehicles each year and hundreds of 

thousands more are injured. “The new law is an important measure 

for the California cycling community,” says Bruce Brusavich Partner 

and Co-founder of the law firm AgnewBrusavich. AgnewBrusavich 

represents victims and their families who have suffered personal injuries from bicycle and 

vehicle accidents. Mr. Brusavich adds, “I think motorists will get more and more acclimated that 

we have to share the road with bicyclists, increase awareness of bicycle safety, and more 

people will get on their bikes.” A violation of the law is punishable by a $35 fine, and if a collision 

occurs causing the cyclist bodily harm, a $220 fine will be imposed on the driver.  

Mr. Brusavich, along with partner and avid cyclist Gerald Agnew, also founded CalBikeLaw, a 

platform to educate and advocate for victims and families of those injured in bicycle accidents, 

and create public awareness of bike safety and bicyclists’ rights. 

Historically, the law required drivers to pass while keeping a “safe distance”. AB 1371 not only 

adds a measure of safety, but will make it easier to prove civil cases against drivers who cause 

cyclists to crash or who are seriously injured. This may lead to insurance companies informing 

drivers of the consequences. 

Enforcement  

Although this law is a step in the right direction and levels the playing field among drivers and 

cyclists, a concern is enforcing it. Cyclists hope law enforcement officials uphold the new law 

and fine violators, in order to create a safer environment for both cyclists and drivers.    

Currently, Mr. Brusavich is handling a case where a cyclist was rear-ended by a car. The police 

officer investigating the case said the cyclist was only going 20mph uphill in a 35mph zone, and 

wrongfully noted it as a contributing factor. Mr. Brusavich comments, “Even some police officers 

just don’t understand the (existing) law that a bicyclist is entitled to share the road.” 

 

http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/brochures/fast_facts/ffdl37.htm
http://www.agnewbrusavich.com/Attorneys/Bruce-M-Brusavich.shtml
http://www.agnewbrusavich.com/
http://www.agnewbrusavich.com/Attorneys/Gerald-E-Agnew-Jr.shtml
http://calbikelaw.com/


Spreading the Word 

Many cycling organizations plan on spreading the word by providing free bumper stickers and 

window clings stating, “I give three feet” to motorists who support the law.  

### 

More About AgnewBrusavich 

Founded in 1984, AgnewBrusavich represents victims and their families who have suffered 

personal injuries from bicycle and vehicle accidents, medical malpractice, defective products, 

construction accidents, premises liability, elder abuse and other acts of negligence.   

www.agnewbrusavich.com 

 

More About CalBikeLaw 

CalBikeLaw, established by AgnewBrusavich, is a platform to educate and advocate for victims 

and their families who have been injured in bicycle accidents. CalBikeLaw aims to prevent these 

accidents by creating public awareness of bike safety and bicyclists’ rights, as well as rules and 

responsibilities on the road.  

www.calbikelaw.com 

http://www.agnewbrusavich.com/
http://www.calbikelaw.com/

